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Alarmed by the findings of Infrastructure Australia’s audit, into the impacts of lagging 

infrastructure spend in Australia’s major cities, RDA Sydney Chair Dr Rob Lang, strongly 

agrees that a massive infrastructure investment is needed for Greater Sydney as a 

matter of priority. 

 

Dr Lang said, “Residents in Western Sydney, in particular, have been feeling the impacts of 

inadequate infrastructure for far too long and in particular, poor public transport linkages, 

commuter times in excess of 70 minutes and congested motorways”. 

 

“Whilst acknowledging government’s commitment to develop the future Western Parkland 

City and investment in rail links and rapid bus transit initiatives more needs to be done to 

improve liveability and ease the impact of record population growth”. 

 

“We are excited by the growth strategies for Greater Sydney however investors and the 

community want certainty with regards to infrastructure planning”. 

 

“In addition to transport planning, communities and investors require clarity around future 

access to affordable housing, reliable energy supply, water resources and waste 

management services”.  

 

Governments need to send the right signals and follow up with steadfast commitments to 

fully realise the potential of Greater Sydney, and the Western Parkland City in particular. The 

right actions will trigger future drivers of economic growth and ensure the success of 

ambitious projects such as the Aerotropolis and the planned Agribusiness Precinct.   

 

However, Dr Lang said, “Good infrastructure planning is the stimulus for investment 

attraction so governments must act now if they are to meet the needs of the community and 

those who will populate future growth centres including the Northern Gateway and Sydney 

Science Park”.   

 

“We know that infrastructure investment is a major driver of sustainable economic growth 

and short and long-term job creation”. 

 

“With interest rates at an all time low, the time is right for investment in major infrastructure 

projects to improve liveability, invigorate local economies and better prepare our region to 

meet the demands of future population growth. It’s a no brainer”. 

 

“As a matter of priority, I urge governments to send the right signals, think about creative 

ways to incentivise partnerships and encourage investment in infrastructure projects; our 

liveability and economic success depends on it”, said Dr Lang. 
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Editorial Notes 

 

RDA Sydney is part of a network of national regional development bodies, overseen by a local 

Committee and Chair appointed by the Australian Government. We receive funding from the 

Australian Government, and source other funding to deliver projects that align with our charter of 

investment attraction, economic growth and jobs creation. 

 

Our primary objective is to work with local stakeholders (private and public) to advance economic 

development and employment growth across Sydney. We have detailed knowledge of the Sydney 

region, supported by up-to-date economic data and access to multi-sectoral expertise. 

 

RDA Sydney aims to enhance economic and employment growth across the 33 Local Government 

Areas of the Sydney region. 

 

For more information visit the website www.rdasydney.org.au  
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